■*>, 

Attorney Ref. No. 03797.00062 

SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST HEADER FOR APPLICATIONS OR 
DEVICES USING WEB BROWSERS 

5 CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

The present application claims priority to copending provisional application Serial No. 
60/215,341, entitled "Method and System for Using Header Specific to an Application or 
Device", which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

10 TECHNICAL FIELD 

The inventions and embodiments disclosed herein relate generally to computer systems 

; involving a computer network, such as the Internet. In particular one or more embodiments are 
disclosed which relate to servicing requests for data transmitted across such a network, such as 
requests for web pages from a server computing device, such as an Internet server. 

15 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The Internet (or World Wide Web) has assumed a position of critical importance in 

today's so-called Information Age. Everyday users, many of whom freely consider themselves 

to be "computer illiterate", are nevertheless able to access the wealth of resources on the Internet 
20 from their computers. This is made possible, in part, by the creation of web browsers (or internet 

browsers), which are software programs that allow different users and/or applications to access 

information on the Internet. 

This ease of access is also due, in large part, to the nature in which much of this Internet 

information is presented to users. Using a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML), Internet 
25 server developers can create graphical screens or pages to present their information to the user in 
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an easily-understandable visual format. This information, commonly referred to as a "web 
page", is displayed on the user's screen, and can be navigated by the user with a simple input 
device, such as a mouse. Interactive controls, such as links to other web pages, may also be 
included with these web pages. These web pages are typically provided by the Internet server 
5 upon receipt of a request formulated by the user's Internet browser, or web browser, in 
accordance with a HyperText Transfer Protocol, or HTTP. 

An alternative way in which these requests are initiated, and one that is becoming 
increasingly common, involves application programs that work in conjunction with a user's web 
browser to retrieve information from the Internet. For example, a book reading computer 

10 program (e.g., "MICROSOFT READER®; 5 offered by Microsoft Corp.) might retrieve and 
display pages from one or more books provided by one or more selected online bookstores; or an 
accounting program (e.g., "MICROSOFT MONEY®", also offered my Microsoft Corp.) might 
automatically retrieve and display a stock market web page for a user. To accomplish this, the 
requesting program could transmit a request to the user's web browser, and the web browser 

15 might then formulate and send an HTTP request to the Internet server for the web page. The 
browser might also receive the information returned from the Internet server, and forward this 
information on to the requesting application program. 

Alternatively, the requesting program might incorporate some (or all) of the web browser 
functionality within itself, using this internal web browser functionality to generate the HTTP 

20 request and communicate with the Internet server. 

Upon receipt of a request for a particular web page, an Internet server usually just 
provides the requested web page in response. In some instances, an Internet server may respond 
with data that is configured for the particular web browser that generated the HTTP request. 
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This is possible using an HTTP User-agent header that may be included with the HTTP request. 
The User-agent header identifies the particular web browser that formed the HTTP request for 
the web page. In other instances, the HTTP request might also include "cookies" that have been 
set by the server, which may contain information that identifies the particular user (e.g., the 
5 user's address or biographical information), depending on the particular web page being 
requested. "Cookies" are known to those skilled in the art, and will not be further described 
herein. 

Despite the User-agent headers and cookies discussed above, there remain situations in 
which Internet servers provide web pages that are less-than-optimal for the display area used to 

10 display the web pages. For example, and as shown in Fig. 1, a full-screen web page may be sent 
to a user who is directly using a web browser (e.g., "MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER®," 
offered by Microsoft Corp.) to access the web page. This full-screen page is acceptable, so long 
as the user and/or web browser use a full-screen display area 101 for the web page. However, 
many situations exist in which display area 101 may be resized by the user, an application 

15 program, and/or the web browser. Display area 101 may also be constrained by physical screen 
dimensions of a portable device used to operate the application program and/or web browser. 
For example, users of the "MICROSOFT WINDOWS®" operating system, offered by Microsoft 
Corp., are permitted the option of resizing a graphical display area 101. Fig. 2 shows the same 
screen from Fig. 1, with a resized display area 201. Because the Internet server was unaware of 

20 the resizing, the same full-screen web page was sent in response to the request. As a result, the 
resized graphical display area 201 displays a mere portion of the web page, and the user is 
typically required to scroll the display area 201 to the left, right, up and down to truly view its 
full contents. 
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Figure 3 shows another example, in which a hand-held computing device 300 (such as 
the "POCKET PC®" products offered by the Hewlett-Packard Company, Casio Inc., or Compaq 
Computer Corp.) may be used to access web pages. The display area 301 on the hand-held 
computing device also differs from the full-screen display shown in Fig. 1, and like the resized 
5 display in Fig.2, the full-screen web page provided by the Internet server is not ideal for use on 
display area 301. 

The situations discussed above are mere examples of a problem encountered in the prior 
art in which an Internet server receives a request for information, such as a web page, and must 
prepare a response without sufficient information regarding the ultimate use of the web page. 

10 The Internet server provides the same web page, with the same layout and configuration, in 
response to web page requests received under different conditions and from different 
applications and/or devices, resulting in less-than-optimal usage of the user's, application's, 
and/or web browser's available display area. There is a present need for an improved Internet 
transmission protocol and system that can enable a more dynamic and customized Internet 

15 session to maximize the use of resources available to the requesting application and/or device 
which makes use of a web browser. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A supplemental request header is disclosed for use with network requests for information, 
20 such as web pages via the Internet, offered by server computing devices, such as Internet 
sites/servers. In this additional header, supplemental request information is provided to identify 
the current status and/or configuration of the web browser and/or the application or device that is 
ultimately using the requested information. At the server computing device, additional 
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processing may occur to accommodate the criteria provided in the header and provide the 
requested information in a format best suited for the application for which the web page is 
requested. 

In some embodiments, a user's computer system may monitor status information for the 
5 computer and/or applications operating on the computer, and may include some or all of this 
status information in requests for information to be retrieved from a server, such as an Internet 
server. The status information may: identify an application for which the information is 
requested; identify, specify, and/or describe a graphical display area to be used by the application 
for graphical Internet information such as web pages; indicate configuration settings of the 
1 0 application; and/or indicate the software and/or hardware capabilities available to the application. 

In further embodiments, a portion (or all) of a web browser's functionality may be 
incorporated within an application operating on a user's computer, allowing the application to 
formulate requests, such as HTTP requests, for Internet data. 

In further embodiments, a server is configured to locate a supplemental request header in 
15 a received request, and may use information in this header to determine the most appropriate 
response to the request, which may include the selection and/or creation of a version of the 
requested web page that is more suitable to the requesting user's, application's, device's or web 
browser's available resources and configuration. 

20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

Figure 1 is a screen image of an exemplary display screen of a prior art web browser 
accessing a web page. 
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Figure 2 is a screen image of an exemplary display screen of a prior art web browser 
accessing the web page shown in Fig. 1, with the web browser having a resized display area. 

Figure 3 is a diagram of a handheld computer with display area. 

Figure 4 is a system block diagram of an exemplary operating system in which one or 
5 more embodiments of the present invention may be implemented. 

Figure 5 is a system diagram of an exemplary configuration of one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Figure 6 is a flow diagram showing process steps for requesting and receiving 
information according to one embodiment of the present invention. 
10 Figure 7 is another flow diagram showing process steps for handling an HTTP request 

according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

Figures 8a-d are exemplary screen shots and diagrams depicting web pages received 
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 9 is an alternate configuration of the system shown in Fig. 5. 
1 5 Figure 1 0 is a functional diagram of an alternate embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

Figure 4 is a block diagram of a simplified exemplary operating environment 400 in 
which one or more embodiments of the present invention may be implemented. Although the 
20 operating environment 400 is described herein as being suitable, this environment is merely one 
example of a suitable operating system, and the present description is not intended to suggest any 
limitation as to the scope of use or functionality of any embodiment of the present invention. 
Other well-known computing systems, environments, and/or configurations that may be suitable 
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for use with one or more embodiments of the present invention include, but are not limited to, 
personal computers (PC), server computers, hand-held devices, laptop devices, multiprocessor 
systems, microprocessor-based systems, programmable consumer electronics, network PCs, 
minicomputers, mainframe computers, distributed computing environments that include any of 
5 the above systems, devices, or the like. Furthermore, the device 400 may be implemented in a 
desktop configuration, a portable computer configuration, or a hand-held computer, such as the 
"POCKET PC®" hand-held products discussed above. 

One or more embodiments of the invention may be described in the general context of 
computer-executable instructions, such as program modules, executed by one or more computers 
10 or other devices. Generally, program modules include routines, programs, objects, components, 
data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or implement particular abstract data types. 
Typically, the functionality of the program modules may be combined or distributed as desired in 
various embodiments. 

With reference to Figure 4, an exemplary system for implementing the invention includes 
15 a computing device, such as computing device 400. In its most basic configuration, computing 
device 400 typically includes at least one processing unit 401 and memory 402. Depending on 
the exact configuration and type of computing device, memory 402 may be volatile (such as 
RAM), non-volatile (such as ROM, flash memory, etc.) or some combination of the two. This 
most basic configuration is illustrated in Figure 4 by dashed line 400a. Additionally, device 400 
20 may also have additional features and/or functionality. For example, device 400 may also 
include additional storage (removable and/or non-removable) including, but not limited to, 
magnetic or optical disks or tape. Such additional storage is illustrated in Figure 4 by removable 
storage 403 and non-removable storage 404. Computer storage media includes volatile and 
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nonvolatile, removable and non-removable media implemented in any method or technology for 
storage of information such as computer readable instructions, data structures, program modules 
or other data. Memory 402, removable storage 403 and non-removable storage 404 are all 
examples of computer storage media. Computer storage media includes, but is not limited to, 
5 RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile 
disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or 
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which can be used to store the desired 
information and which can accessed by device 400. Any such computer storage media may be 
part of device 400. 

10 Device 400 may also contain communications connection(s) 405 that allow the device to 

communicate with other devices and/or networks. Communications connection(s) 405 is an 
example of communication media. Communication media typically embodies computer readable 
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data in a modulated data signal such as a 
carrier wave or other transport mechanism and includes any information delivery media. The 

15 term "modulated data signal" means a signal that has one or more of its characteristics set or 
changed in such a manner as to encode information in the signal. By way of example, and not 
limitation, communication media includes wired media such as a wired network or direct-wired 
connection, and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared and other wireless media. The term 
computer readable media as used herein includes both storage media and communication media, 

20 and combinations of any of the above should also be included within the scope of computer 
readable media. 

Device 400 may also have one or more input device(s) 406 such as a keyboard, mouse, 
pen, voice input device, touch input device, etc. One or more output device(s) 407 such as a 
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display, speakers, printer, etc. may also be included. All these devices are well known in the art 
and need not be discussed at length here. 

With reference to Fig. 5, various software components of one embodiment of the present 
invention are shown. In Fig. 5, the user's device 501 may be implemented using various types of 
5 computing device environments, including the environment as shown in Fig. 4. The user's 
device 501 may include a web browser program module 502 which may be a known web 
browser (e.g., "MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER®") that is modified to embody the 
present invention, or any other program module that enables the device 501 to communicate with 
network 504. 

10 Communication link 503 enables the web browser 502 to communicate with one or more 

networks 504. Network 504 may be any form of communication network, including networks 
that use the HTTP protocol, such as the Internet or World Wide Web, as well as other types of 
networks such as an Intranet, Extranet, etc. Link 503 also enables the web browser 502 to 
communicate with one or more devices and/or systems that may also be communicatively 

15 connected to the network, such as server computing device 505. In one embodiment, 
communication link 503 uses the communication connection 405 of a computing environment 
400 in which the present invention may be implemented. 

The user's device 501 may also include one or more application programs 506a-b besides 
the web browser 502. These applications may be any type of software program a user might 

20 have, such as "MICROSOFT MONEY®", "MICROSOFT WORD®", "MICROSOFT 
READER®", all offered by Microsoft Corp., and the like. These applications 506a-b may 
communicate with web browser 502 using internal communication links 507 a-b, which may be 



9 



Attorney Ref. No. 03797.00062 

implemented in any of a number of well-known methods and systems for enabling applications, 
processes, and/or program modules to communicate with one another. 

Server computing device 508 may also be implemented using the computing environment 
shown in Fig. 4. The server computing device 508 may include a communication program 
5 module 509 that enables communication with the network 504. The communication program 
module 509, and all program modules disclosed herein, may be implemented as one distinct 
module, or as separate modules performing one or more of the process steps described herein. 
The communication program module 509 may further communicate with server module 510, 
which receives requests for information, such as web pages, and determines the appropriate 

10 response. Server module 510 may communicate with one or more databases 51 1 or file systems 
(e.g., hard drives) 512. Database 511 and/or file system 512 may store one or more web pages 
which are offered by the server 508, and may be located in one or more memories located within 
server computing device 508, or alternatively, may be located external to server computing 
device 508. Web pages may be stored in any number of formats, such as HTML files, ASP files, 

15 etc. A discussion of the operation of the server computing device 508 appears below with 
respect to Figs. 6 and 7. 

Figure 6 shows a flow diagram of an HTTP request for information, such as a web page, 
from a server computing device 508 according to one embodiment of the present invention. The 
process begins at step 601, when an application 506a determines that a web page is needed from 

20 server computing device 508. Application 506a may first transmit a request, in step 602, to the 
user's web browser 502. Then, in step, 603, the web browser 502 interprets the application's 
request and generates the appropriate HTTP request for the web page from the server computing 
device 508. 
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The HTTP request generated by the web browser 502 in step 603 may follow the 
predefined HTTP format, which generally includes the following sections: 
Initial Request Line 

Headerl : Value 1 (optional, and may have more than one) 
5 <blank line> 

Message Body 

The HTTP format supports a number of predefined headers, one of which is the "User 
Agent" header. The User Agent header includes information identifying the particular web 
1 0 browser 502 that is making the HTTP request. An exemplary User Agent header is as follows: 
"User-agent: MSIE" 

This header, if present in an HTTP request, indicates that the web browser 502 generating 
the request was "MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER®". In one or more embodiments of 
the present invention, the HTTP request includes an additional supplemental request header. 
15 This added header may provide additional information to the server computing device 508 
servicing the request. In one embodiment, the header might include an identification of the 
particular application 506a that will ultimately use the requested web page (or other information) 
from the server computing device 508. For example, the supplemental request header might read 
as follows: 

20 "MS-Reader: VI .O.O.xxxx" 

In this exemplary embodiment, the supplemental request header indicates to the server 

computing device 508 that the application 506a is the "MICROSOFT READER®" application. 

The header may also indicate the version of the "MICROSOFT READER®" product, such as 

version 1. O.O.xxxx. Such version information can be used by the server to render the matching 
25 version of the web page that's being requested, or if the version of the requesting application is 

no longer supported, the server can prompt the user to upgrade the application. 
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In alternative embodiments, the supplemental request header may provide other types of 
information. For example, the supplemental request header might include an identification of the 
size or dimensions of a graphical display area being used to display the requested web page. The 
size or dimensions may be dictated by the application, the user's hardware environment, or both, 
5 and may be indicated, in one embodiment, as a pixel size indicating height, width, or both. 
Alternatively, the supplemental request header may indicate the size or dimensions in linear 
measurement terms, such as inches, feet, yards, millimeters, centimeters, etc. As yet another 
alternative embodiment, the supplemental header may provide the size and/or dimensions using 
predefined formats, such as "portrait", "landscape", "full-screen", "top-half screen", "bottom- 

10 half screen, etc. that define characteristics of a portion of the screen that may be used to display 
the requested web page or information. The supplemental request header may also (or 
alternatively) include other characteristic information identifying the current settings of the 
user's hardware, such as the resolution, sharpness, color tint, contrast, and/or brightness of a 
display monitor, or the volume and/or frequency amplification of one or more speakers. The 

15 supplemental header may include information regarding hardware characteristics of the user's 
device, such as its color. For example, a user might be using a computer whose hardware is red 
in color, and the requested web page might be configured to match or complement the color of 
the user's computer. The supplemental header may include information regarding one or more 
characteristics of a network condition, such as traffic amount, available bandwidth, latency, etc. 

20 This information may be useful to the server computing device 508, for example, in 

determining which web page to send in response to the request. This determination, and the 
server response to the received supplemental request header, is further discussed below. 
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Other types of characteristic information that may be included in the supplemental 
request header include all types of status, configuration, and/or preference information relevant 
to the application 506a, the user's device, or even the user. For example, the supplemental 
request header might include an indication of the font, font color, and/or font size currently being 
5 used by the application 506a. The supplemental request header may include user interface 
information concerning an application 506a, such as a user interface theme, color scheme, style, 
etc., that might, in some embodiments, allow the server to provide a web page that matches 
and/or blends in well with other applications of the user. A theme may be as simple as a color 
scheme, but may also include other characteristics such as a text font, graphic style, audio option, 

10 etc. For example, one user interface theme might use graphical buttons of a particular shape or 
style. The supplemental request header may identify whether the user has activated or 
deactivated certain application 506a features, or configuration information of the application 
506a. It may further indicate the language setting of the application (e.g., English, Japanese, 
French, etc.) and/or other locale or region specific settings that the user may have selected. 

15 As another example, the supplemental request header may identify the hardware of 

computer device 501 that is available for use by the requested web page. If, for example, the 
computer device 501 includes audio speakers, but the speakers are already being used by another 
application (506b, for example), or the user has indicated that no audio portion of the requested 
web page is needed, then the server computing device 508 need not transmit the audio portion of 

20 the requested web page to the web browser 502 and/or application 506a. The supplemental 
request header can also simply indicate whether such speakers (or other hardware device) are 
physically present. 
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The actual format of the supplemental request header can vary according to the particular 
types of information desired. An exemplary supplemental request header may appear as follows: 
"MS-Reader: V2.0.0.0.xxxx F30 GO W510 H650" 
This exemplary supplemental request header may be interpreted at the server computing 
5 device 508 to mean that the application 506a requesting the web page is "MICROSOFT 
READER®", version 2.0.0.xxxx, where the font is font number 30 (e.g., Times New Roman), 
the "visual guides" feature is turned off, the width of the display area is 510 pixels, and the 
height of the display area is 650 pixels. However, and as stated above, it will be understood that 
any desired format may be implemented for the supplemental request header. The supplemental 
10 request header may be implemented as an optional header, and may also have optional fields for 
the various types of information, allowing the supplemental request header to vary in format as 
needed. 

As stated above, the web browser 502 may generate the request, including the 
supplemental request header, in step 603 of the Fig. 6 process. There are a number of ways in 

15 which the web browser 502 can obtain the information needed to generate the supplemental 
request header. For example, the web browser 502 may simply receive the application's 
characteristic information (e.g., the display area dimensions, font, etc.) from the requesting 
application 506a itself. Alternatively, the web browser 502 (or some other process in device 
501) may monitor the status of the device 501, and may store this status information in a 

20 memory, such as memory 402, that is accessible to web browser 502. For example, if a user 
turns the volume completely down to zero on speakers (not shown) connected to device 501, this 
status might be stored in a table or file in memory 402. Then, as the web browser 502 constructs 
the request, the web browser might include a supplemental request header that indicates to the 
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server computing device 508 that the speaker volume is minimized, and the server computing 
device 508 may respond by omitting (or adjusting the volume of) an audio portion of the 
requested web page. 

The web browser sends the HTTP request in step 604 to the server computing device 508 
5 through the network 504 using the appropriate transmission protocols, such as Internet 
transmission protocols, which are well-known in the art. In step 605, upon receiving the request, 
the server 508 processes the request to determine the appropriate response. For example, the 
server 508 may need to determine whether a requested data file actually exists at the server 508. 
In step 606, the server 508 then formulates and transmits an HTTP response that either contains 

10 the requested information or web page, or provides an error message indicating that there was a 
problem in responding to the request, and the process then ends in step 607. The steps taken by 
the server 508 are discussed in greater detail below with respect to the embodiment whose flow 
diagram is shown in Fig. 7. 

Figure 7 is a flow diagram depicting the steps taken in an exemplary embodiment in 

15 which the server 508 receives and responds to an HTTP request. The process starts at step 701 
when the communication program module 509 receives an incoming request. The 
communication program module 509 may reformat the incoming request according to the 
network's 504 transmission protocol, and may then forward the request to server module 510 for 
substantive handling and response. 

20 In step 702, the server program module 510 (or, alternatively, communication program 

module 509) determines whether a supplemental request header exists in the HTTP requests. If 
such a header is found, then the process moves to step 703, in which the information contained in 
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the supplemental request header is extracted. This extraction may be performed by 
communication program module 509, server module 5 10, or both. 

After extracting the supplemental request header information, the process moves to step 
704, in which the server program module 510 determines whether the information normally 
5 found in the User-agent header (e.g., identifying the web browser 502) is necessary. In some 
instances, the supplemental request header information alone will provide all the information 
needed by the server program module 510 to form a proper response. If this User-agent 
information is needed, then the process moves to step 705 to determine whether the User-agent 
header is present in the HTTP request. If the User-agent header is found in the HTTP request, 

10 then the User Agent information is extracted from this header in step 706, and the server 
program module 510 formulates a response based on both the supplemental request header 
information and the User Agent information. In formulating this response, the server program 
module 510 may consult database 51 1 or file system 512 to select one of a number of pre-stored 
web pages. The selected page may be the one best-suited to the supplemental request header 

15 information in view of the supplemental header information. For example, the server program 
module 510 might select a smaller version of the web page, with fewer user interface elements 
(e.g. buttons, menus, etc), if the supplemental request header information indicates that a 
reduced-size display is available for displaying the web page. A reduced-size display area may 
be variously defined, such as having a width less than 400 pixels, or a height less than 500 

20 pixels, etc. Alternatively, the server program module 510 may retrieve a version of the web page 
from database 511 or file system (e.g., hard drive) 512, and then modify it prior to sending the 
page in response to the request. The server module 510 provides the communication module 509 
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with the appropriate response, and communication program module 509 formats and/or sends 
this response in step 707, concluding the process. 

If, in step 705, the User-agent header was not found, then the process proceeds to step 
708, in which the server program module 510 prepares and sends a response based on the 
5 supplemental request header information only. Once the response is sent, the process could then 
conclude. 

If, in step 702, the supplemental request header was not found in the HTTP request, then 
the process proceeds to step 709 to determine whether a User-agent header was found in the 
request. If so, then the User Agent information is extracted in step 710, and the server program 
10 module 510 transmits the response using the User Agent information in step 71 1. The process 
may then conclude. 

If, however, in step 709 it was determined that the User-agent header was not present, 
then the server program module 510 may render a generic response in step 712. A generic 
response may be simply the entire web page, as requested by the web browser. The process 

1 5 would then conclude. 

The process shown in Fig. 7 and described above represents one embodiment of the 
present invention. However, it will become apparent to anyone of ordinary skill in the art that 
the process disclosed herein may be modified without departing from the scope and spirit of the 
present invention. For example, one or more steps may be omitted or duplicated (e.g., step 704 

20 might be omitted, or duplicated prior to checking for the User-agent header in step 709). 
Alternatively, the process steps may be altered, divided, combined and/or rearranged. For 
example, the process might check for the User-agent header prior to checking for the 
supplemental request header. Furthermore, process steps described to be performed by particular 



17 



Attorney Ref. No. 03797.00062 

modules may alternatively be performed by other program modules, and may be combined 
and/or rearranged as is well-known in the computer programming art. 

In steps 707 and 708, described above, the server program module 510 generates a 
response using the information supplied within the supplemental request header. As discussed 
5 above, the supplemental request header may include any number of preference, configuration, 
setting, state, or other information regarding the application 506a for which the HTTP request 
was generated. Upon receiving this information, the server program module 510 may be 
configured to select and/or generate the most appropriate response to the request, in view of the 
supplemental request header information. For example, the server program module 510 might 

10 use the supplemental request header information to cause a different web page to be sent to 
different applications 506a based on the relative size or dimensions of the application's display 
area. If a display area is smaller than a predefined size, such as a height less than 600 pixels 
and/or a width less than 250 pixels, a reconfigured web page, or a smaller web page, might be 
sent in response. Numerous alternatives will be apparent, such as selecting particular web page 

1 5 based on the resolution, font, color, brightness, other characteristic, etc. of a display area. 

Figures 8a-d depict various screens resulting from one or more aspects of the present 
invention. In Fig. 8a, a full-screen display area 800 may be used to display a web page for the 
"MICROSOFT READER®" product offered by Microsoft Corp. In the Fig. 8a embodiment, the 
"MICROSOFT READER®" web page may include a content area 801 having, for example, 

20 graphical images of text pages from a book. To the left of content area 801 may be a menu area 
802, in which various menus and/or features may be displayed (e.g., a help dialog box), and to 
the right of content area 801, a user command interface area 803 may be provided to offer 
graphical buttons for the user to select. 
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If the requesting user, device, application and/or web browser has a resized display area, 
this size information may be included in a supplemental request header according to one or more 
aspects of the present invention, and the server may respond with a slightly different web page. 
In the Fig. 8b example, the web page may retain content area 801, but may relocate the interface 

5 area 803, and may omit the menu area 802. These modifications are merely exemplary, and may 
be determined according to the particular information provided in the supplemental request 
header, such as size or dimension information regarding the available display area 800. 

Figure 8c depicts an example in which an even smaller display area 801 is used. For this 
display area, the server might supply a web page that retains a reduced version of content area 

10 801, and may omit the menu area 802 as well as some of the graphical buttons from interface 
area 803. The buttons may also be resized. 

Figure 8d depicts an example in which the "MICROSOFT READER®" program is 
implemented on a hand-held computing device, such as the "POCKET PC®" devices noted 
above. The Fig. 8d device 804 may have an even smaller display area 805. The server may 

1 5 recognize that the device 804 already includes one or more buttons 806, and may simply provide 
a reduced content portion 801 , without menu area 802 or interface area 803. The server 508 may 
further be configured to provide a reduced content portion 801, without menu area 802 or 
interface 803, in view of the smaller display area 805, even if buttons 806 were absent. 

Other examples include the transmitting of a web page that excludes an audio portion of 

20 the web page when the supplemental request header information indicates that the user's device 
501 does not have audio speakers, or that the user has temporarily deactivated the audio 
speakers, or turned the speaker volume to the minimum. Alternatively, a server program module 
510 might use a web page with larger (or smaller) sized typeface/font depending on the 
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resolution setting of the user's device 501. To illustrate, a user whose device 501 is currently 
configured for a higher resolution may warrant a higher-resolution web page, while a device 501 
having a lower resolution may be satisfied with a lower resolution web page. The user might 
subsequently change the resolution setting, and upon returning to the web page, a page having a 
5 different resolution may be displayed. 

The server program module 510 may, on some embodiments of the present invention, 
dynamically vary the web page sent to the application 506a based on the user changing 
characteristics of the user's system 501 and/or application 506a settings. For example, if the user 
requests the web page with the application 506a configured as shown in Fig. 8c, and 

10 subsequently resizes the display area to more closely resemble that of Fig. 8b, the web browser 
502 may be configured to automatically retransmit the HTTP request to the server 508, but with 
updated supplemental request header information to indicate the new display area available. In 
response, the server program module 510 may then send a different web page, such as the one 
shown in Fig. 8b. This may be accomplished simply by having the web browser 502 (or some 

15 other program module, process, or the application 506a or 506b) monitor the device 501 for 
changes to predefined criteria (such as the display area, resolution, state of hardware devices, 
software settings, etc.), and transmit new HTTP requests when a change is detected. 
Alternatively, the web browser 502 may simply be configured to periodically transmit a new 
HTTP request to the server 508 to refresh a web page already being viewed. 

20 To allow for this functionality, the server program module 510 might store one or more 

different versions of the same web page in database 511 or on file system (e.g., hard drive) 512 
in anticipation of sending varying forms of the requested page. Alternatively, the server 508 
might store a single form of the web page in the database, and the server program module may 
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dynamically modify this web page prior to transmitting the web page to the application 506a. As 
another alternative, the server 508 might combine the two preceding options, storing a number of 
alternate pages, and also modifying a page prior to sending it to the requesting application 506a. 
Another advantage that may be realized at the server 508 relates to gathering information 
5 concerning the applications 506a that are requesting information offered by the server 508. For 
example, a server program module 510 may track the frequency with which users of various 
applications access the server's web page. A stock market server 508 might gather market 
information regarding which of several accounting software programs is most effective in 
promoting the use of the server 508 through the accounting program (e.g., 506a), or which 

10 accounting program most readily leads customers to the server 508. This information can be 
used by the stock market server 508 to, for example, offer different incentives and/or discounts 
to the developers of these various types of accounting software. A server may learn information 
about the type of application programs accessing the server, and as a result, better tailor their 
services for their primary visitors. Additionally, this information may be used for advertising 

1 5 purposes. The present example uses reader software and accounting software as examples, and it 
will be readily understood by one of ordinary skill in the art that various types of market 
information may be gathered using one or more embodiments of the present invention. 

Figure 9 shows an alternative embodiment of the system shown in Fig. 5. In the Fig. 9 
system, the user's device 901 may be implemented using the same configurations as device 501, 

20 and having applications 906a-b and web browser 902. However, one or more applications 906b 
may incorporate some or all of the web browser 902 functionality within the application 906b 
itself. For these applications, the HTTP request may be generated internally, without the need 
for the separate web browser 902, and may be transmitted to the server 908 using a 



21 



Attorney Ref. No. 03797.00062 

communication link 903b, which may be implemented in a similar manner as link 503. Web 
browser 902 may operate with application 906a using link 903a as described above with regard 
to Fig. 5, or alternatively, may be modified, and may even be removed altogether. The server 
908 may store various web pages in one or more databases 911 and/or file system storage (e.g., 
5 hard drive) 912. Such an alternate system may include some or all of the various features 
discussed above. 

Figure 10 depicts functional components of an alternate embodiment of the present 
invention, in which the user device 501 is implemented using a hand-held computing device, 
such as the one shown in Fig. 8d. In this alternate embodiment, the device 1020 may include a 

10 processor 1060, a memory 1062, display 1028, and a keyboard/buttons 1032. The memory 1062 
generally includes both volatile memory (e.g., RAM) and non-volatile memory (e.g., ROM, 
PCMCIA cards, etc.). An operating system 1064 may be resident in memory 62, and may 
execute on processor 60. The device 1020 may include an operating system, such as the 
"WINDOWS CE®" operating system from Microsoft Corp., or another operating system. 

15 One or more application programs 1066 may be loaded into memory 1062 and run on the 

operating system 1064. These application programs 1066 may include one or more program 
modules, and may include the various applications discussed herein, as well as a web or Internet 
browser. Other examples of application programs include email programs, scheduling programs, 
PIM (personal information management) programs, word processing programs, spreadsheet 

20 programs, etc. The device 1020 may also include a notification manager 1068 loaded in memory 
1062, which executes on processor 1060. The notification manager 1068 handles notification 
requests from the applications 1066. 
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The device 1020 has a power supply 1070, which may be implemented as one or more 
batteries. The power supply 70 might further include an external power source that overrides or 
recharges the batteries, which may be built-in, such as an AC adapter or a powered docking 
cradle. 

5 The device 1020 is also shown with three types of external notification mechanisms: an 

LED 1040, a vibration device 1072, and an audio generator 1074. These devices may be directly 
coupled to the power supply 1070 so that when activated, they remain on for a duration dictated 
by the notification mechanism even though the device processor and other components may shut 
down to conserve battery power. The LED 1040 preferably remains on indefinitely until the user 
10 takes action. The vibration device 1072 and/or audio generator 1074 may be configured to 
deactivate with the rest of the system, and/or upon expiration of a predefined time period 
following activation. 

The foregoing discussion relates to embodiments of the present invention involving the 
Internet, and references transmissions according to HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol). 

15 However, it will be understood that aspects and/or embodiments of the present invention are not 
limited to that particular protocol, and they may be implemented with other communication 
protocols for communications within a networked environment that allow headers to be included 
as part of the request or associated with the request. 

The discussion above provides exemplary aspects and embodiments of the present 

20 invention, but the invention is not limited to the particular configurations disclosed. Rather, the 
disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary embodiments. Those skilled in the relevant arts 
will readily appreciate the fact that many variations to the disclosed embodiments may be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. For example, one or more 
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of the disclosed aspects or embodiments may be combined with one or more other aspects or 
embodiments. 
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